Oska Lake Thomas, of § Market Street, Buckfastleigh, TQ11 0BA

APP/J9497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928
The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's
Brake, South Brent, Devon

I support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596
- and 3140928, and against the refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for
the drying of timber and storage of machinery in case 3146597.
As a resident of the area, the Hillyfield has provided me with invaluable service. It is a source
of local high quality, affordable and sustainable firewood and timber products, delivered
reliably and with a level of personal service I have not found anywhere else. It is an
incredible asset to the local area and communities to have a business properly managing a
woodland in such.an active way and providing services to local people, while regenerating
the local woodland at the same time.
Such a quality of product and service would be impossible to deliver without the sites
temporary wood stores and workshop to process and mature wood in the necessarily dry
conditions, as well as the basic temporary non impacting structures that support workers on
site. These are the basics for the business to function and provide for local people. it is
undoubtedly clear that the Hillyfield is used for forestry, and the proper active managing of
woodland.
The Hillyfield is playing an important role in finding local people livelihoods and employment,
as well as providing those same local people with means to keep their homes and families
warm. Few private woodlands in the country offer such a degree of benefit to their local
communities. It is astonishing and bizarre that any authority would seek to set back such a
business from the means it needs to continue to provide this benefit to local communities,
and even go so far as to hinder it in its everyday activities. If the authority were to remove
the structures necessary to support the proper functioning of the woods management and
business, it would be to the detriment of the woodland environment and the local economy
and community






Planning Inspectorate High Appin
(this letter submitted on-line) Tynron
Thornhill
Dumfries & Galloway
DG3 4LF
Scotland

Tel: +44 (0)1848 200770
gkingsmith@gmail.com

6 May 2016
Appeal Reference number APP/J9497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928

The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's
Brake, South Brent, Devon

Dear Sirs

We support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and
3140928, and against the refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of
timber and storage of machinery in case 3146597.

We are the father and step-mother of the owner of the Hillyfield (Douglas king-Smith).

We encouraged and supported Douglas in purchasing part, and subsequently full ownership of
The Hillyfield. Before this, he had investigated several options of land purchase in Devon to
fulfill his lifetime goal of learning about and furthering the sustainable and ecologically sound
use of land by example and through education of others. '

We have visited the Hillyfield and provided a few days of assistance every year since 2009,
staying with friends or later on at our second home in South Hams. Our activities have included
helping with timber clearance, snedding and brashing, mending the crew tent, weed clearance in
the pond, improving the tracks, maintaining equipment and tools, and helping with administration
and paperwork.

With regard to the recent enforcement notices and Douglas's application for prior notification for
the erection of barns for wood and machinery storage, we consider that these and all the
temporary structures at the Hillyfield to be necessary and appropriate during the gradual
development of the land into a sustainable operation. Specifically:

a tools store is essential for keeping tools dry and in good condition and safe from theft
e the fuel store and wood shelters are essential for keeping firewood dry and saleable



e aworkshop is very necessary for maintaining equipment needed for managing the land

e the caravans are excellent temporary housing for volunteer workers.

¢ the yurt which is occasionally erected is a nice addition in the way of shelter and
attractively in keeping with the landscape

¢ the field kitchen and ecological toilets are essential for volunteer workers and participants
in educational events as there are no shops or services near The Hillyfield .

We have felt privileged to be able to support Douglas in regenerating The Hillyfield and hope
that the National Park will also support this work which appears to us to meet the long-term
vision and policies of National Parks in the UK. We consider that, as we believe is the case with
Exmoor, all such woodlands should be adopting an approach to woodland management on the
lines that Douglas is striving to achieve.

Yours faithfully
084
A -

Gavin King-Smith

Dr Susan Jean Evadne Peppé



Appeal Reference number APP/J9497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928

The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake,
South Brent, Devon

l, Charles Narewski Scullion, of 71 Oaklands Park, Buckfastleigh, TQ11 OBP support the appellant
in appealmg against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928, and against the
refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and storage of -
machinery in case 3146597.

I am a resident of Buckfastleigh and have lived in Devon for thirteen years. During this time | have
been fortunate to attend some of Hillyfield’s public open days. | was impressed and inspired by the
work they had carried out and the way they had risen to the challenges of learning to manage
complex woodland in a responsible co-operative way. By creating a navigable site, | was able to
take in the variation in the landscape and its wildlife. The open days were a wonderful opportunity’
to meet people in the commumty and remind ourselves how important it is to engage with Devon’s
abundant natural beauty.

It is highly valuable that Hillyfield should be allowed to continue their work. They are a genuine
forestry business which manages its woodland in ways which benefit a wide range of wildlife, and
in doing so create local community resources such as fire-wood and timber in a sustainable way.

By managing woodland in this way, they serve as an educational model for future generations to
learn about engagement with nature, beneficial forestry/agricultural practices, and community-led
stewardship of land for the benefit of both wildlife and people. [ also believe that it is important that
Devon should lead the way in supporting such practlces in light of depletion of wild areas,
hedgerows, ancient woodland etc.

Taking care of the land, maximising the diversity of wildlife on it, requires suitable infrastructure and
the opportunity for land-baséed enterprise that pays for the essential work and maintenance. | think
that permission should be granted for the wood-drying barn and machinery store as essential
components of running Hillyfield as a sustainable business in a rural environment, with forestry and
woodland management at its core. Additionally | support the availability of a workshop for dealing
with resources harvested from the land.

| am in support of structures that can accommodate volunteers as residencies for volunteers will
allow more effective continuity of planned woodland management over several days. A field kitchen
should be provided for this work. | would also support the provision of compost toilets both for the
workers/volunteers and for the sustainable management of waste for the benefit of plant-life. -

The Hillyfield site, including its structures, are visually sensitive to its surroundings and the private
aspect of its landscape means that it is not intrusive on views. The very nature of it being well-
managed makes it a very beautiful place to visit as it is abundant-in a huge variety of plant and
animal species.

Though | have been unable to volunteer due to family responsibilities, it is my intention to lend my
'support as a volunteer in the future, and my hope that my children will learn responsible and
respectful attitudes towards the natural world through engaging with Hillyfield's community
activities.

Hillyfield has proven itself open to engaging with the community with its volunteer opportunities and

public open days. They are a strong centre of education and inspiration and important for Devon’s
natural and cultural future.

Yours Sincerely, Charles Narewski Scullion






17" May 2016

Appeal Reference number APP/19497/C/ 16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928
The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake,
South Brent, Devon

To Whom It May Concern:

I, Christopher Timpson, of Nelson Coach House, Staverton, Devon, support the appellant in
appeallng against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928, and against the
refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drylng of timber and storage of
machinery in case 3146597 on the following grounds:

1) The Hillyfield is a unique initiative, dedicated to the hugely important role of managing
and sustaining biodiversity and the beautiful English woodland landscape which is
increasingly neglected and under threat.

2) The dedication of Doug King-Smith, his family and all the many passionate volunteers
who work tirelessly to enhance and protect the environment and the community is both
an inspiration and an example to us all. We need to encourage more initiatives like this
and I am dismayed to see the DNP being so short sighted and unwilling to acknowledge
the huge net benefit The Hillyfield has to the area.

3) Inorder to ensure future generations appreciate and continue to protect this important
landscape it is vital that we support education initiatives. We live in an age where skills
are dying out and people are completely removed from the fragile ecological systems
that provide the food and materials which end up on the shelves and in our homes. The
Hillyfield provides excellent and unique learning opportunities for people of all ages
which should be encouraged and proliferated.

4) Ican confirm that The Hillyfield is a genuine forestry business serving the local
community by actively managing the woods and providing firewood and home-grown
timber. | am a customer of the excellent timber products available from The Hillyfield
and in 2015 sourced all my timber from them — primarily fence posts, rails and gates. As
the custodian of a small piece of land myself, it is hugely important to me to be able to
source quality locally grown timber, to both maintain the use of traditional materials
and minimize the carbon footprint of my activities.

5) lamin full support that The Hillyfield should be granted permission for the wood-drying
barn, machmery store and other structures which they need to run a small-scale
sustainable rural business and allow them to continue their excellent communlty work.

In summary | can see no rational or logical reason to take steps to prevent current and
future activities at The Hillyfield which are so clearly of huge net benefit to the environment
and community. Furthermore, given its discreet location, the activities and their essential
structures do not appear to be of detriment to any other party.






Appeal Reference number APP/J9497/C/16/31 46596, 3146597, and 3140928

The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake,
South Brent, Devon

l, Victoria Narewski Scullion, of 71 Oaklands Park, Buckfastleigh, TQ11 0BP support the appellant
in appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928, and against the
refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and storage of
machinery in case 3146597. '

The Hillyfield site is a genuine forestry business that not only cares for the local environment by
managing what was otherwise a neglected woodland but also supports surrounding communities
by allowing them access and interaction with their unique space and educating them in the
processes involved in sustaining such a site. It also offers people the opportunity to buy local wood
and support their local economy. | have attended fundraising days with my family there over the
past three years and seeing what they are achieving and how they are managing the site is -
inspirational to us. We fully intend to go on supporting their efforts in attending future events and
learning what we can from them.

in order for the sight to continue to be run effectively, present and future structures are necessary.
the structures are minimal and in keeping with the landscape and are completely unobtrusive from
any outside view.

Thank you for taking the time to listen to my views,

Yours Sincerely, Victoria Narewski Scullion






Appeal Reference number APP/J9497/C/1 6/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928

The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom'’s Brake,
South Brent, Devon

I, Emily Lewis, of 71 Westonfields, Totnes TQI5QX

support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 31 46596
and 3140928, and against the refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings
for the drying of timber and storage of machinery in case 3146597. :

I am lucky enough to have spent some time at'The’HiInyields over the last 4 years, |
have helped plant trees, bought firewood and joined in with social events.

The Hillyfield is a genuine forestry business providing the local community with
excellent firewood and timber. As well as this, there is a focus on maintaining the
native trees and biodiversity of the land. This has valuable benefits for the local, and
wider, community as areas of natural, native woodlands are becoming less common.
This has a direct impact on a wide variety of other plants and also animals.

In order to run this small scale forestry business, there is a génuine need for a wood
drying barn as well as other small builings. | am aware that none of the buildings -
affect anyone that is not working on the land as it is not overlooked.

| believe the land to also be a valuable place for community events where people can
appreciate the beautiful countryside that we still have in Devon, while at the same
time leaning about how to live in a more sustainable way and how to protect our
native woodlands. . '

The Hillyfield should be granted permission to keep the structures that they need in
order to run the forestry business, manage the precious woodlans and provide a
valuable community resource.

Thank you for reading this and considering this issue carefully.






Appeal Reference number APP/J9497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928

The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford:
Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake, South Brent, Devon.

I support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notice, and in support
for granting the prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber
and storage of machinery.

To whom it may concern,

In May 2013 (between the 6" and the 20™) | stayed as a volunteer at the Hillyfield, South
Brent, Devon. , :

I was granted the use of the lakeside caravan during my stay. This was most welcome
since | was travelling without a tent.

The work | was involved in consisted of clearing the woodland banks from bramble
bushes, building a board walk over swampy terrain, fencing off the compost toilets and
learning how to fell trees and milling them into timber.

However there was no dry place to stock the timber.

There was also a lack of covered space to store tools and machines, making

them vulnerable to weather conditions. : :

Fortunately there was a field tent were | could cook and two compost toilets for use.

I'm convinced these basic shelters where essential for my visit and an addition of more
solid structures to work in would not only greatly improve the potential of this woodland,
I'm confident they are vital for the good practice of doing forestry.

Even though my stay was limited to only two weeks, | learned a great deal about forestry
and what it means to work on a woodland, something | had never done before. -

| was also introduced to basic woodworking which led me to enrol in a traditional
woodworking course in Belgium, which | successfully completed in March 2015. (*please
find a scan of my obtained certificate attached at the end of this letter.) ,

Currently | give workshops with greenwood and recycled wood and aspire to make this a
fulltime employment. '

Itis clear to me that my current activities were directly influenced by my experience at the
Hillyfield.

Since | visited during springtime, | was fortunate to witness the woodland transform into it's
natural glory. '

During my brief stay, I've met several wonderful people who became friends to this day.
Needless to say, | thoroughly enjoyed my stay at the Hillyfield as it inspired me immensely,
both personally and professionally and it strongly reaffirmed my respect and admiration for
nature preservation.

| feel privileged to be able to express my support for this project and | am definitely
planning to visit the Hillyfield again somewhere in the near future.

Therefore | must reiterate my confusion as to why the permission for these barns face
such unnecessary opposition.

I left the Hillyfield on the 20th of May 2013 to continue volunteering on several eco-friendly
projects comparable to the Hillyfield.



Koen Van Gotha
Herfststraat 10
9000 Ghent
Belgium

26 April 2016
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Tony Homfray
40 Westonfields
Totnes, TQ9 5QU

16 May 2016

To Whom It May Concern,

RE: Appeal Reference numbers APP/19497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928
regarding The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and
Tom's Brake, South Brent, Devon.

l, Tony Homfray, of 40 Westonfields, Totnes, TQ9 5QU, support the appellant in
appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928, and against
the refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and
storage of machinery in case 3146597.

I believe that the Hillyfield is a genuine forestry business serving the local community
by actively managing the woods and providing firewood and home-grown timber. This
has many benefits for the ehvironment, community, and rural economy: | think that
the Hillyfield should be granted permission for the wood-drying barn and the
machinery store which they need for their business. The Hillyfield needs this
infrastructure to be able to run a successful business to be able to keep looking after
the land in a sustainable way. This includes:

1) The temporary wood-stores (needed to dry firewood and planks before sale)

2) The tool lorry (needed to keep tools safe and dry)

3) The workshop (needed to fix equipment and sharpen saws and work out of the rain)
4) The compost toilets (needed for those working on the land, and beneficial for
compost for orchard and soft-fruit)

5) The caravans and yurt (needed for seasonal forest workers)

6) The field kitchen (needed for volunteer days and seasonal forest workers).

I have volunteered at the Hillyfield numerous times and the landowners’ commitment to
sustainable principles of land management is unquestionable. The work going on at the
Hillyfield is an exemplary model for small scale land management and it would be a great
loss for it to be forced to stop. The landowners are continuing and reviving a centuries old
approach to land and woodland management — something we desperately need more of,
not less.

Kind Regards

Tony Homfray
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I am Dr John Warre of The Great Barn, Bondleigh, Devon, EX20 2AN. 1 first heard about the Forestry
work being done at Hillyfield in 2014 when Mr King Smith was appealing for volunteers to help fell
Larch trees which were likely to become infected, as some already had been condemned. I visited on a
daily basis and took part in the felling and processing of the trees and in the extraction of other already
felied timber and its processing into firewood and lengths for milling on site into boards and posts etc. I
also helped make seats and benches from the trees. I also helped in fencing and hedge cutting on the
edges of the property. I was working on a purely voluntary basis (I do similar voluntary work with the
National Trust in Fingle Wood and have helped with tree work elsewhere on Dartmoor National Park
helping the Dartmoor Ranger Mr Ian Brooker). It was obvious to me at Hillyfield that due to the extent
and nature of the work there was a need for a structure or structures to securely store machinery,
plant and timber products. The Band saw in use was kept in the open, which was not ideal and tools
and other requirements for timber work were kept in open areas which again was far from ideal or
secure. I support the appellant in appeawling against the enforcement notice, and in support for
granting the prior notification for two festery buildings for the drying of timber and storage of
machinery. Mr King Smith has endeavoured to engage voluntary workers in his work to provide a
community woodland and return the woodland under his care to one with native trees, plants and wild
life. This is a worthwhile effort which is being encouraged and actively promoted in other places in
Dartmoor, in particular at Fingle Woods with the National Trust, Woodland Trust, Devon Wildlife trust
and the Dartmoor Natonal Park all being involved in the worthy objective. Similar smaller work in being
carried out at, for example Butterdon Wood by 'Running Deer' and to some extent by such groups as
the Dartmoor Pony Heritage Group at Bellever (I've helped there as well). In all of these cases there is
a strong element of community involvement and Mr King Smiths attempts to do likewise are worthy of
support. This submission relates to Appeal Refs APP/19497/C/16/3146596, 3146597 and 3140928
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I support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notice, and against refusal of prior
notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and storage of machinery. These facilities

are essential for effective running and management of Hillyfield, it would be a serious retrograde step
to refuse their approval.

Hillyfield is a highly responsible and well-managed woodland regeneration project. Such initiatives are
to be encouraged and supported to the full, rather than restricted or suppressed. It seems most .
disappointingly short-sighted for planning authorities to rule against essential facilities for a visionary
project of this nature.

We are constantly being told of the need for well-managed woodland, which provides benefits in a
whole host of ways: wildlife habitat, water drainage, oxygenation, healthy recreational facilities,
education in forestry.and woodland skills, provision of timber from local sources - the list is very
extensive. It's not at all clear why an LPA should wish to impede the effective running of such a
laudible and worthwhile project.

1 respectfully ask that you find in favour of the appellant and allow them to continue this good work
with these essential buildings. Hillyfield is a positive asset to the local community and is to be
encouraged to the full,

Yours sincerely,
Dr Grahame Blackwell
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=
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1, Fiona Dann of Yeson Hayes, Ashprington, support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement
notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928, and against the refusal of prior notification for two forestry
buildings for the drying of timber and storage of machinery in case 3146597.

I have been going to community events and helping out on community woodland managment days
with Doug King-Smith for the last five years. In that time he has taken a neglected woodland and
poured time, love and expertise into it, to return it to a native woodland, and a working, renewable and
expertly managed local resource. I have brought firewood from Doug on many occasions, so supporting
the local economy and so assisting Doug in his investment in the woods.

Doug needs the buildings for wood dyring and storing machinery in order to run the business. They are
tempory buildings, have been built using sustainable methods and are unobtrusive, and can only be
seen once inside the woods themselves. THey have no negative visual impact on the national park.

The many community events Doug runs, both social and teaching woodland related skills need facilities
to cook, and compost ioos for sanitary reasons. These again are all temporary and again do not impact

negatively on the park.

The Hillyfields is a very valuable resource for the community. I have learnt so much from my time
there, and have been looking forward to introducing my son to various aspects of woodland life. This
will not be possible if these planning notices are enforced. The Hillyfields needs to be commercially
viable in order to fund the communituy aspect of the work. A vital part of national parks is to support
the rural economy, so the temporary structures included in these planning notices should be allowed.
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17" May 2016

Appeal Reference number APP/19497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928
The Hillyfield, Land»Lyi‘ng South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake,
South Brent, Devon

To Whom It May Concern:

I, Christopher Timpson, of Nelson Coach House, Staverton, Devon, support the appellant in
appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928, and against the
refusal of prior.notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and storage of
machinery in case 3146597 on the following grounds:

1) The Hillyfield is a unique initiative, dedicated to the hugely important role of managing
and sustaining biodiversity and the beautiful English woodland landscape which is
increasingly neglected and under threat.

2) The dedication of Doug King-Smith, his family and all the many passionate volunteers
who work tirelessly to enhance and protect the environment and the community is both
an inspiration and an example to us all. We need to encourage more initiatives like this
and | am dismayed to see the DNP being so short sighted and unwilling to acknowledge
the huge net benefit The Hillyfield has to the area.

3) In order to ensure future generations appreciate and continue to protect this important
landscape it is vital that we support education initiatives. We live in an age where skills
are dying out and people.are completely removed from the fragile ecological systems
that provide the food and materials which end up-on the shelves and in our homes. The

" Hillyfield provides excellent and unique learning opportunities for people of all ages
which should be encouraged and proliferated. :

4) | can confirm that The Hillyfield is a genuine forestry business serving the local
community by actively managing the woods and providing firewood and home-grown
timber. I am a customer of the excellent timber products available from The Hillyfield
and in 2015 sourced all my timber from them — prima'rily fence posts, rails and gates. As
the custodian of a small piece of land myself, it is hugely important to me to be able to
source quality locally grown timber, to both maintain the use of traditional materials
and minimize the carbon footprint of my activities.

5) 1am in full support that The Hillyfield should be granted permission for the wood-drying
barn, machinery store and other structures which they need to run a small-scale
sustainable rural business and allow them to continue their excellent community work.

In summary | can see no rational or logical reason to take steps to prevent current and
future activities at The Hillyfield which are so clearly of huge net benefit to the environment
and community. Furthermore, given its discreet location, the activities and their essential
structures do not appear to be of detriment to any other party.
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Appeal Reference number APP/19497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928
The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake, South Brent,

Devon.

To whom it may concern,

Iam writing to support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596
and 3140928, and against the refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of
timber and storage of machinery in case 3146597.

I have visited Hillyfield and seen for myself the well managed forest and land. This is an amazing
project that forests with sustainable principles and educates those who visit, it also provides a useful
product to the community. This is a project to be supported. I think that Hillyfield should be granted
permission for the wood~drying barn and the machinery store which they need to run a small-scale
sustainable rural business. The people involved in this project have developed it with great sensitivity
to local residents and to the National Park. Please recognise the contribution this project is making and
support its further development by granting permission for the word drying barns.
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For official use only (date reéeived): 17/05/2016 22:30:56

COMMENTS ON CASE (Online Version)

Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetable. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the
local planning authority or the start date letter, Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender.

Appeal Reference: APP/19497/C/16/3146596

Appeal Reference | APP/19497/C/16/3146596

Appeal By | MR DOUG KING-SMITH ]

Site Address The Hillyfield

Hillyfield Plantation, Land Lying South of Harbourneford
South Brent

Devon

Grid Ref Easting: 271877

Grid Ref Northing: 062264

Name [ DR NICHOLAS MAXWELL
Address 4 Lower Collins Road
TOTNES
TQ9 5PS

In what capacity do you wish to make representations on this case?
1 Appellant

0 Agent

o Interested Party / Person

0 Land Owner
1 Rule 6 (6)

What kind of representation are you making?

1 Final Comments

[ Proof of Evidence

1 Statement.

O Statement of Common Ground

& Interested Party/Person Correspondence
CJ Other
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The documents listed below were uploaded with this form:

Relates to Section: REPRESENTATION
Document Description: Your comments on the appeal.
File name: Hillyfield Appeal - May 2016.pdf
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For official use only (date received): 04/05/2016 20:04:23

COMMENTS ON CASE (Online Version)

Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetable. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the
local planning authority or the start date letter. Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender.

Appeal Reference: APP/J9497/C/16/3146596

Appeal Reference APP/19497/C/16/3146596 ]

Appeal By | MR DOUG KING-SMITH

Site Address The Hillyfield

Hillyfield Plantation, Land Lying South of Harbourneford
South Brent

Devon

Grid Ref Easting: 271877

Grid Ref Northing: 062264

Name | DR CLAIRE RYAN

Address The Linhay, Old Hazard Cottages

Hazard Cottage to Hazard Farm
HARBERTON
TQ9 7LN

In what capacity do you wish to make representations on this case?

0 Appellant

[J Agent

& Interested Party / Person -
1 Land Owner

{J Rule 6 (6)

What kind of representation are you making?

{1 Final Comments

[1 Proof of Evidence

] Statement

[0 Statement of Common Ground

& Interested Party/Person Correspondence
£J Other

Page 1 of 2



1: Claire Ryan The Linhay Old Hazard Totnes Tq97Ln

www
2: Appeal Reference number APP/19497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928

3: The Hillyfield address: The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and
Tom's Brake, South Brent, Devon'

4: 'l support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notice, and against refusal of prior
notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and storage of machinery'

1 am the appellants wife and I have seen Doug work tirelessly over the past 6 years to make this smali
woodland project work. I have witnessed first hand the devastating impact of a plant health notice on
the Larch trees and the resultant mass of felled timber on the hillside. It is obvious to me that this
wood is an asset to a small-scale project like The Hillyfield as well as to the local economy. The thought
of leaving this wood to rot on the hillside seems like an insanity and wasteful oversight when a simple
open-sided -barn could store it and allow it to season and be sold at a profit as firewood. Who would you
buy your firewood from- straight off the hillside or from a seasoned barn? It is not easy maths to make
a small woodland business work, the extensive man hours of heavy labour, machinery maintenance
costs and logistics of moving and storing wood do not result in a quick turn around on investment and
so I look to The Authority to support our woods that are being managed, rather than neglected, and
being managed in innovative ways. The appellant has a key skill-set range to be able to inspire local
volunteers and international volunteers to work these woods. This is in alignment with DNPA’s key
duties to allow the Park to benefit on a socio-economic level as well as to enhance the biodiversity and
involve people in the process. The structures in question on The Land I can vouch for the fact that they
|| have been used and served the forestry need. There have also been some fantastically fun and

|| well-attended annual open days, though only a few a year. The day-in, day-out activities, come rain or
shine, have been felling trees, extracting the wood from the hillside, making the wood into firewood
and planks and delivering that across South Devon. Simple stuff that works so long as the support of
our national authority is behind us. This will also pave the way for all the thousands of trees which we
have planted to replace the plantation on ancient woodland site. These are a great mix of broadleaf and
coppice and so this isn‘t just about what has gone before - with felling the larch - but is about

"| supporting a sustainably managed woodland for the future,

Page 2 of 2




For official use only (date received): 17/05/2016 20:34:52
COMMENTS ON CASE (Online Version) :
Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetabie. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the

local planning authority or the start date letter. Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender.

Appeal Reference: APP/19497/C/16/3146596

Appeal Reference APP/19497/C/16/3146596 ]
Appeal By | MR DOUG KING-SMITH ]
Site Address The Hillyfield

Hillyfield Plantation, Land Lying South of Harbourneford

South Brent

Devon

Grid Ref Easting: 271877
Grid Ref Northing: 062264

Name | MISS HOLLY TIFFEN |
fddress 3 Brooklands

TOTNES

TQ9 5AR
Corhpany/Grbup/Organisation Name [Transition Town Totnes l

In what capacity do you wish to make representations on this case?
3 Appellant

1 Agent

@ Interested Party / Person

[ Land Owner
J Rule 6 (6)

What kind of representation are you making?

1 Final Comments

O Proof of Evidence

£ Statement

O Statement of Common Ground ,
# Interested Party/Person Correspondence

Page 1 of 3



3 Other

As a former Sustainable Development Officer at Dartmoor National Park Authority (DNPA), I am well
aware that the Government has provided two statutory purposes for National Parks:

'| 1: To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area.

2: To promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the
National Park by the public.

|| As well as the corresponding social and economic duty placed upon National Park Authorities to be
considered when delivering the two purposes:

To seek to foster the social and economic well-being of the local communities within the National Park
in pursuit of our purposes.

| .
| Hillyfield is a leading light in respect of all aspects of these stated aims; it is an active demonstration of
|| the kinds of business that National Park Authorities should. be supporting. Doug King-Smith has proved
|| to be a master of bringing together the environmental needs of the woodland with the needs and
I desires of local people to better understand the natural world, coupled with the needs to make the
|} woodland economically viable. He has achieved this through a combination of creating a direct income
|} from woodland products and providing opportunities for woodland education and leisure. Doug has
become a skilled woodsman who cares passionately about improving the ecology of Hillyfield for
| environmental enhancement coupled with a real skill in bringing people together to celebrate and
‘ appreciate the natural world. It is his dedication and tenacity that has brought so many people of
diverse backgrounds to the Hillyfield woodland and has enabled him to clear vast numbers of trees with
‘ utter care and dedication to the environment. The devastating effect of Phytophthora Ramorum on the
larches at Hillyfield led Doug to gather a team of volunteers to clear the diseased trees by hand in

order to minimise the disturbance to the land. Time and time again he has demonstrated his utter
determination, care and commitment to this land and at all times has prioritised the delicate balance of
nature with people. In this way people have developed skills in ecological land management, disease
management and woodland management, whether as part of the felling team, or from attending the
many educational events that Doug has laid on.

Hillyfield and Doug's leadership is exemplar and DNPA should be proud of this creative custodian of the
[| land. This is Sustainable Development as it is meant to be. It is baffling then, to discover that instead
| of supporting him, DNPA have Instead hindered Doug's ability to make a viable woodland business at

‘ every turn, by enforcing against all structures at Hillyfield when there is a clear forestry and/or
educational need for them, specifically: .

1) The temporary wood-stores (needed to dry firewood and planks before sale)

2) The tool lorry (needed to keep tools safe and dry)

3) The workshop (needed to fix stuff and sharpen saws and work out of the rain)

|| 4) The compost loos (needed to provide an appropriate means of disposal of human sewage inh a

|| woodland setting and in additional demonstrate this ecologically sound method of turning a waste
hazard into a beneficial for compost for the orchard and soft-fruit bushes)

5) The caravans and yurt (needed for seasonal forest workers)

[| 8) The field kitchen (needed for volunteer days and seasonal forest workers)

The Hillyfield is a genuine forestry business serving the local community by actively managing the
woods and providing firewood and home-grown timber. I have been a customer of Doug's from the
beginning and annually order my firewood from him. He has a clear need for a wood drylng barn and
machinery store. I urge DNPA to get behind this exemplar small-scale, sustainable rural business, and
stop creating obstacles. If the Authority does not support projects like Hillyfield they are making a
mockery of their own mandate as outlined in their Purposes and Duty of Care. .

I ask that DNPA grant permission for a wood-drying barn and machinery store at the Hillyfield and that
f they work with Doug to overcome any differences in the two parties objectives, in order to create a
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healthy, cooperative working relationship that I believe will benefit both parties.

Page 3 of 3






For official use only (date received): 17/05/2016 21:59:23

COMMENTS ON CASE (Online Version)

Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetable. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the
local planning authority or the start date letter. Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender,

Appeal Reference: APP/39497/C/16/3146596

Appeal Reference APP/19497/C/16/3146596

Appeal By | MR DOUG KING-SMITH

Site Address

The Hillyfield

Hillyfield Plantation, Land Lying South of Harbourneford
South Brent

Devon

Grid Ref Easting: 271877

Grid Ref Northing: 062264

Name | mISs JANE KNIGHT
ekl 13 Denys Road
TOTNES
TQ9 5T

In what capacity do you wish to make representations-on this case?
3 Appellant

[ Agent

# Interested Party / Person '

O Land Owner

I Rule 6 (6)

What kind of representation are you making?

I Final Comments

[3 Proof of Evidence

O Statement

{0 sStatement of Common Ground

& Interested Party/Person Correspondence
T} Other

Page 1 of 2




Dear Sir/ Madam,

I've had the pleasure of visiting and spending time at the beautiful Hillyfield woodland and was so
impressed by the care and work being done there, and the integrity with which it has been
managed...with its focus on conservation and care for the environment, sustainability, involvernent of
volunteers and the local community, and support for sustainable livelihoods and a thriving local rural

economy.

The timber being grown at the Hillyfield, will be keeping many local families warm over the winter
months with sustainably grown firewood. It is reaily essential that the Hillyfield be granted permission
for the wood drying barn and machinery store - both key infrastructure, and very necessary for the
Hillyfield to operate a small-scale sustainable local business, which has very tangible and positive
benefits for the local community.

As well as being a working woodland, the Hillyfield also offers opportunities for volunteers to come and
enjoy helping in the woods - providing a chance to connect with nature, enjoy the wonder and beauty
of being in a wood, and the nourishment that this can offer for our physical and mental well being.-

There is an obvious need for the current structures in place - which enable the Hillyfield to work as a
sustainable local business.

» Temporary wood stores - needed to dry wood before sale,

e tool lorry - to keep tools safe and dry,

o workshop - to fix and maintain tools, -

» compost loos - obviously needed

e caravans and yurt - for seasonal forest workers

s the field kitchen - to facilitate volunteer days and for seasonal forest workers

In no way do any of these structures or the proposed wood drying barn and machinery store create a
negative visual intrusion on the park. The existing structures are built sensitively and sympathetically -
in keeping with the fandscape. They are not visible from anywhere public.

Thank you for your care and concern, and hope you are able to see the wide ranging benefits that the
Hillyfield is bringing to the local community, to wildlife, local sustainable livelihoods, and a healthy

ﬂourishing eco-system,

with kind regards Jane Knight
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Dear Sir/Madam,

1 am a resident of Harbourneford, and have lived here for 38 years. For most of that time Harbourne
Wood has been unmanaged. Access has not been permitted, and for some of the time aggressive (if
somewhat ridiculous) notices attempted to frighten people away. When Mr King-Smith acquired the
wood all that changed. It was quite an emotional moment, after so long, on one occasion to be invited

in.

I support Mr King-Smith’s efforts to manage the wood. He is very sensitive to this natural environment,
and has had to put in a tremendous amount of work, especially in the face of the unfortunate discovery
of diseased larches. I believe most of the residents of Harbourneford feel the same way, although of
course the views of those who do not should be carefully assessed too.

I am also a supporter of the DNPA Planning Authority, and do not approve of actions by central
government to limit its powers. In this particular case I would not want the wood turned into a theme
park, or a caravan or camping site. Its appearance should not be spoiled, and there should be no
undue extra noise irritation for the residents of Harbourneford. I also recognise that decisions must
stand not just for the duration of a well-intentioned owner such as Mr King-Smith, but also in the case
of less benevolent owners who may come after. We rely on the DNPA to provide this protection.

But having said that, it seems to me that Mr King-Smith's work on the wood to date has been highly
beneficial. I am not sure of the all the planning arguments and history, but in general terms it is clear
that a tool shed and wood drying store somewhere in the wood are essential. Sensitively designed
accommodation for a couple of forestry workers seems to me reasonable. Occasional private social
gatherings open to friends and without an entry charge also seem perfectly reasonable.

Therefore I hope planning criteria will be applied wisely and sensitively, and that all efforts have been
made to acquire full knowledge of all the circumstances, especially in view of the costs of an appeal. On
just one point, it seems odd (to the lay person) that an enforcement notice has been served before the
full planning procedure has been exhausted. The structures in question are trivially small, and
completely undetectable by anyone outside the wood. Could that not have been delayed?

With best regards,

Paul Bird
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Appeal Reference number APP/19497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928

The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake, South Brent,
Devon

I, Jennifer Popiolek, of Apple Barn Week TQ9 6JP

support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928,
and against the refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and
storage of machinery in case 3146597.

I have spent time volunteering on the the land at The Hillyfield during the regular volunteer days that
are arranged on a monthly basis.

It has been so rewarding to spend time on this land and to see the tireless efforts being made to
support this fand in a way that provides firewood and home grown timber in a responsible and
environmentally friendly way, that not only replenishes what is used but is actively working to ensure
the future and long term sustainability of the land.

During our time spent digging, planting trees, mulching and providing protective encasement’s for each
individual and responsibly sourced sapling, the weather was changeable and we worked through rain

| and even a hailstorm, this made clear the necessity for structures to take rest and shelter in, a place to
dry off and prepare a hot meal are an essential component to working on the land.

I do not believe the good and honest work being done on this fand could continue without
1) The temporary wood-stores (needed to dry firewood and planks before sale)

2) The tool lorry (needed to keep tools safe and dry)

3) The workshop (needed to fix stuff and sharpen saws and work out of the rain)

4) The compost loos (needed to... and beneficial for compost for orchard and soft-fruit)
5) The caravans and yurt (needed for seasonal forest workers)

6) The field kitchen (needed for volunteer days and seasonal forest workers)

None of these structures appear intrusive or damaging in any way, they can only been seen by the
people working closely on the land and are no threat to the environment or out of keeping with their
surroundings. Quite the opposite it seems every effort is made to keep the piace as natural and
sympathetic as possible.

My experience of The Hillyfield is a group of sincere pecple working hard for the good and future of our
land, the days spent there are happy fun filled hard working community days, I can see no reason to
deny them such simple basic needs as shelter and the means to prepare food. '

Quite the opposite, I feel every effo‘rt should be taken to support encourage and reward this kind of -
venture and permission for the wood-drying barn and the machinery store which is so needed to run-a
small-scale sustainable rural business should be granted.

Yours sincerely

Jennifer Popiolek

Page 2 of 2



For official use only (date received): 18/05/ 2016 10:29:50

COMMENTS ON CASE (Online Version)

Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetable. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the
local planning authority or the start date letter, Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender.

Appeal Reference: APP/19497/C/16/3146596

Appeal Reference APP/19497/C/16/3146596

Appeal By MR DOUG KING-SMITH

Site Address The Hillyfield

Hillyfield Plantation, Land Lying South of Harbourneford
South Brent

Devon

Grid Ref Easting: 271877

Grid Ref Northing: 062264

Name | DR. LARCH MAXEY |
Address Flat 101 High Street

TOTNES

TQO 5PF

4
In what capacity do you wish to make representations on this case?

1 Appellant

] Agent

& Iﬁterested Party / Person
{1 Land Owner,

[J Rule 6 (6)

What kind of representation are you making?

0 Final Comments

1 Proof of Evidence

] Statement '

1 Statement of Common Ground

# Interested Party/Person Correspondence.
C1 Other

Page 1 of 2




As Someone who has carried out post-dcotoral resarch and lectured on sustainability and wellbeing I
support the Hillyfield Appeal for many reasons. This is a clear example of a truly sustainable
development in keeping with Dartmoor National Park's aims of protecting/enhancing the natural beauty
of Dartmoor, promoting opportunities for understanding and fostering the economic and social
well-being of local communities. Not only does the Hillyfield operate sustainable development in terms
of generating employment and creating valuable resources, it also does so in a way which maximises
wellbeing - encouraging particpation, involving the community and a wide range of people, being
sensitive to local cultural and aesthetic traditions, enhancing biodiversity, etc.

I have used timber from the Hillyfield on numerous occasions and it is my 'go to’ supplier as one of the
most sustainable sources of timber in existence, not just in Devon, but in the UK, based on my
research and experierice over the last 20 years. Connecting people with the resources they use and
their local environment is proven to improve wellbeing and foster sustainability and more socially,
economically and environmentally responsible behaviour, and the Hillyfield does this in an examplary
way. It is a project whih should be fully supported by the DNPA and other official bodies with duties to
protect and serve the public interest,

=
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1 have been aware of and visiting The Hillyfield for a number of years. I have seen it develop as a
business that adds massively to the local community over these years. Not only by offering products
such as firewood and cut timber for sale, but also in the opportunity that local young people have to
learn and gain vital experience in forestry work. This would clearly not be possible without the
temporary dwellings and the camp kitchen. As is also the need for the compost toilets.

It is vital that it is possible to make a profit from these woods for them to be managed as carefully and
thoughtfully as Doug and Claire are doing. Therefore all of the buildings related to the forestry work
are also clearly necessary, from the lorry to store tools, the workshop and the temporary wood stores,
used to dry fire wood and timber.
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The Hillyfield is a magical community space with highly sensitive and attentive focus on integrating,
respecting and sustaining the woodland in a professional way. It is a genuine forestry business serving
the local community by actively managing the woods and providing firewood and home-grown timber.
This has many benefits for the environment, community, and rural economy and I have used the
products personally and been highly satisfied with the quality of products from a source I know to have
integrity.

I whole-heartedly believe they should be granted permission for the wood-drying barn and the.
machinery store necessary to run a small-scale sustainable rural business.

How can The Hillyfield keep looking after.the land if it cannot run a successful business and does not
have the infrastructure it needs?

With this sort of sustainable, land-respectful business which clearly benefits the community in so many
ways why deny permission - who could benefit from the loss of livelihood and the dedicated, skilful
guardianship of Mr King-Smith? The land needs his care and the community benefits as a result.
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Appeal Reference number APP/19497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928

The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake, South Brent,
Devon

I, Rebecca Strong, of 68 Punchards Down, Totnes, TQ95FD

support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928,
and against the refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and
storage of machinery in case 3146597.

I have been regularly buying my winter store of firewood from Hillyfield and have enjoyed knowing that
small scale sustainable forestry is supplying my fuel source.

I have been a natural history and environmental filmmaker for over twenty years now. I have filmed
and photographed and lived in many amazing places and seen environmentally sustainable projects
flourish with the support of the community and planning policy support. I and am a great supporter of
the work that is being done to sustain and manage the woodland at Hillyfield. Its of huge benefit to the
local economy and community. When I can I visit the land with my son and he has grown up learning
so many woodland and land management skills as a result.

It is clear to me that the unobtrusive working structures on the land are vital to the safeguarding of the
felled wood and tools and also for the people who volunteer to work the land.

Yours sincerely

Rebecca Strong
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Appeal Reference number APP/19497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 31‘409-28

The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake, South Brent,
Devon.

1 Julia Vancheri support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596
and 3140928, and against the refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of
timber and storage of machinery in case 3146597. I have had many personal experiences at Hillyfield
from visiting to working. Hillyfield is genuine forestry business serving the local community by actively
managing the woods and providing firewood and its own grown timber. This has many benefits for the
environment, community, and rural economy.

I believe Hillyfield is a very important part of the local community and should be granted permission
for the wood-drying barn and the machinery store to run a small-scale sustainabie rural business. The
wood that is grown and dried at Hillyfield supports and pays to maintain the land, if it cannot run a
successful business and does not have the infrastructure it needs it wili collapse and an asset will be

lost to the local community and environmental structure.
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I am writing to express my support. I have been involved with the project through horse logging and
community events. It is important for all that sustainable development is encouraged in rural areas.
This valley was a plantation therefore it was meant to be farmed for forestry. In order for forestry
operations to continue low impact infrastructure is necessary, not just for the timber but for the people
as well; a rest area which is dry and sheltered, toilet facilities - compost loos are very common now
and are the most economical and environmentally friendly method of installing such facilities, a tool
shed is necessary to safeguard the equipment from theft which unfortunately becoming more common
but also to increase longevity and maintenance of the tools. For the Hillyfield plantation to continue as
a viable community project and business, storage is necessary. If this was an arable or pastorai farm
there would be no question for the need of buildings. This is a business that involves the local
community and employs local people which needs to be supported and encouraged. In the original
officer report it was stated that lack of access for getting timber out of the woodland was a major part
of the objection, this has now been rectified and the land can now be accessed by a purpose built track
close to the A38. Given the secluded position and nature of the site I can see no reason to enforce
removal of fow impact infrastructure crucial for the continued management of the woodland.
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The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake, South Brent,
Devon

I, Joanne Ryan, of 24, White City Close, London, support the appellant in appealing against the
enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928, and against the refusal of prior notification for
two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and storage of machinery in case 3146597,

I have visited-the Hillyfields on numerous occasions with friends and family and it is an extremely well
run land that brings so much to its surrounding community. This forestry has had nothing but a
positive impact on the its surrounding area, the environment and the working towards a sustainable

future.

The Hillyfield is a genuine forestry business serving the focal community by actively managing the
woods and providing firewood and home-grown timber. This has many benefits for the environment,

community, and rural economy.
The Hillyfield is a genuine forestry business serving the local community by actively managing the
woods and providing firewood and home-grown timber. This has many benefits for the environment,

community, and rural economy. This forest should be granted permission for the wood-drying barn
and the machinery store which it needs to run a small-scale sustainable rural business.

Thansk,

Joanne
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"The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake, South Brent,
Devon’

I support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notice, and in support for granting the
prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and storage of machinery

I and my family have visited the Hillyfield several times and wholeheartedly support what is being done
there to manage the woodland support and nurture local people and their landscape. I really feel it
adds to the national park and helps us to enjoy it more. The buildings in question clearly are of a
temporary and minor nature and in my opinion do not impact on the landscape. Surely common sense

must prevail here.

We have bought various woods for varying purposes from the hillyfield and surely this is better than
purchasing wood generally from abroad supporting the environment and local people.

I think here an overall view needs to be taken rather than penalising the landscape area and the vast
array of people who bengﬁt from the hillyfield over minute detail in planning rules, equity should

prevail.
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The Hilly Field is an excellent example of a practical working woodland when so many are neglected
these days. It is vital that they have the infrastructure to enable this work to continue. - The Hilly field
serves the local community and is a genuine forestry business managing the woods in a practical and
sustainable way. There are lots of benefits for the environment, community, and rural economy.

I think that permission should be granted for the wood-drying barn and the machinery store so they
can continue to run small-scale sustainable rural business with well made sustainable buildings for the
people working and visiting the site.
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Appeal Reference number APP/J?497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928
for The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake, South
Brent, Devon

1, Alhor Byrne, of 5 Meadow Brook, Totnes,

support the appellant in appealing against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928,
and against the refusal of prior notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and
storage of machinery in case 3146597.

I enjoy going to the Hillyfield and helping out at related events. I've got to know lots of people through
it.

I really enjoyed the Hilly field Olympics, it was a brilliant event. The activities were all based on natural
forest related activities or tools. It's much more exciting than toys. It was great to try archery in a
woodland setting, which I've later joined a club to learn more, although there we just shoot in the
school hall or grounds. I hope Hillyfield do it again.

It's a really nice group of people and I like to help out with activities and making meals. I enjoy
chatting with everyone there. I've enjoyed going into the forest, helping collect water, moving wood,
building fires, meeting the hens and playing frisby in the field.

I am really concerned about the environment and I like it how Hillyfield is managing the woodland. It
still feels a really natural environment to come to and not like an industry. It is important that
businesses and people learn to care for the environment. We always recycle things at events, don't
waste things and use fuel and water efficiently.

It was cool that a friend who works making garden decking went to Hillyfield to get wood as the client
wanted native wood. It's great he got it locally and nice I knew the woodland.

I don't understand why Dartmoor National Park would block the forest business from having the
buildings they need to operate as It is obvious a good business, good for environment, friendly to local

l people, good for Dartmoor and the area and the kind of business I would like to see more of, not less.
| Please support it to keep going.

Yours sincerely,
Alhor Byrne
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‘Devon to effectively compete in the global timber market; they are too small, inaccessible, have too

Appeal Reference number APP/19497/C/16/3146596, 3146597, and 3140928

The Hillyfield, Land Lying South of Harbourneford: Hillyfield Plantation and Tom's Brake, South Brent,
Devon

I, Alex Tempest, of 2 Broom Park Dartington, Totnes, TQ963R support the appellant in appealing
against the enforcement notices in cases 3146596 and 3140928, and against the refusal of prior
notification for two forestry buildings for the drying of timber and storage of machinery in case
3146597. i

Whilst I understand the pressures the Dartmoor National Park Authority is under to protect the park's
heritage and character, I take great exception to the authority's attack, and seeming total lack of
understanding of the importance of sustainable forest management within it's jurisdiction. This
enforcement notice demonstrates an almost complete disregard of the needs, benefits, and heritage of
ecologically sound woodland management in South Devon, and should be immediately reconsidered.

It is obvious to anyone involved in woodland management that most woodlands are not of a scale in

steep gradients and are therefore deemed too inefficient and uneconomicaily viable.

Woodlands of this size are therefore forced to subsidise the cost of labour with short and long-term
volunteers, and community woodland management practice. They are also required to be small-scale,
cost effective, low impact enterprises that make the most of the resources they are able to get hold of,
they are not subsidised in the same way farms are. This is the ONLY way small woodlands in Devon can
be viable enterprises. Simultaneously, they create local employment and support local business
providing a valuable local resource and contribution to the local economy. They educate for, and
promote the culture and heritage of forestry in Devon and most importantly benefit the wildlife, natural
habitat and non-human life the DNPA purport to protect. i

Take a look at the following objectives of the DNPA:

- to maintain a viable farming community that delivers a range of public benefits;
- to promote development that is good for Dartmoor;

- to maximise access and understanding for all;

- to show leadership in tackling energy use and emissions and managing climate change; ]
- to dellver sustainability; |

The Hilleyfield is genuinely and undeniable achieving these objectives you have set out. So yes... in
order to continue doing this they absolutely need a timber drying barn, yes, they do need a place to
store/maintain their tools, get out of the rain, disseminate good practice and maintain a viable forest
enterprise. It's unreasonable to expect them to do it without these things.

Seriously, by shutting down the capacity for The Hilleyfield to carry out it's management of trees within
DNPA what are you actually trying to achieve for the woodlands in your jurisdiction? The alternative for
this would be either damaging, unaffordable large-scale harvesting machinery which would clear-fell,
scar and permanently change the character of the landscape... or yet more abandoned woodland that -
grows dark, unproductive, low in biodiversity... essentially totally wasted. What do you suggest that is
better for the piece of land than what is currently happening? It seems TOTALLY unreasonable for the
DNPA to render this sustainable forestry enterprise unable to continue. For the sake of our woodlands
and your reputation, I hope you reconsider.

Sincerely

Alex Tempest
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I have been visiting and enjoying the communal facilities and events at the Hillyfield over several
years. I am a member of the senior civil service based in London and my visits are a wonderful escape
from the pressures of life elsewhere. This is one of the most beautiful 44 acres of ancient woodland
and meadows that I have experienced. I simply do not understand why obstacles are being put in the
way of enabling this land to be maintained and nurtured, when the proposals seem in line with the
Park's overall approach and national policies. In particular I would urge consideration of the
Government'’s vision that: "Ancient woodlands, veteran trees and other native woodlands are
adequately protected, sustainably managed in a wider landscape context, and are providing a wide
range of social, environmental and economic benefits to society” and the policy objective: "Ancient and
native woodland should be exemplars of sustainable development, and provide opportunities for
enterprise and employment” (please review the attached document on HMG's Keepers of Time policy, -
published by DEFRA and the Forestry Commission)

It is of course right that Dartmoor National Park have to consider all the aspects of conservation. But
conservation of this land does not mean doing nothing. It means actively managing the tree cutting
and planting, and sustaining livelihoods from it. The owners are committed to making it a space
accessible to all, a learning environment for volunteers and a nature park for children. If they are not
enabled to sustain it, without the active management and facilities being proposed, this land will
decline and be shut off. That would be totally against the Government's policles and the interests of
the general public. I urge those of you responsible for the Park authorities to see the bigger picture
and support these proposals.

You will have seen the arguments being made:

"The Hillyfield is a genuine forestry business serving the local community by actively managing the
woods and providing firewood and home-grown timber. This has many benefits for the environment,
community, and rural economy.”

| I strongly support the case that permission should be granted for the wood-drying barn, the machinery

store and other facilities which are needed to run a small-scale sustainable rural business and protect
this important natural habitat.
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The documents listed below were uploaded with this form:

Relates to Section: REPRESENTATION
Document Description: Your comments on the appeal.
File name: UK Government Keepers of Time policy.pdf
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